$é 16 (thang 9 nam 2008) Tap chi Khoa hoc Ngoai ngiv

BU'O'C PAU TIM HIEU VE THANH NGU SO SANH CUA
TIENG VIET VA TIENG ANH

DAO THI THANH HUYEN*

1. Khai quat vé thanh ngi tiéng Viét

C6 thé noéi, thanh ngit 12 mét bo phan quan trong c4u thanh nén sy da dang, phong
phu trong kho tang van héa déan gian cua cdc dan toc néi chung, cua dan toc Viét Nam
néi riéng. Thanh ngi 13 tAm guong phan chiéu & nét nhat cdi hay, cdi dep cua tiéng néi
dan tdc ta duoc truyén lai qua bao doi nay. Néu sir dung thanh ngit ding ldc, ding chd
khi viét cling nhu khi néi thi ndi dung ngdn ngit can truyén dat s& trd nén rét sinh dong,
sdu sdc va mang tinh thuyét phuc cao. So véi cau “Hom nay, troi t6i qua!” thi cdu néi
¢6 str dung thanh ngtt “Hom nay, troi t6i nhw hil mir” hay “Hom nay, troi t0i nhw dém
ba mwoi” gidu hinh anh va uyén chuyén hon rat nhiéu.

Thanh ngit 1a manh dat mau m& ddi voi nhiéu nha nghién ctu, thé nén, thanh ngir
hoc vai tu cach 1a mot b mdén ngdn ngir hoc dd ra doi tir kha 1au. P6i tuong cua thanh
ngit hoc 12 nghién ctu ban chat cdc don vi thanh ngit va céc dic trung pham tri clia
ching ciing nhu lam sang t0 cdc quy ludt hoat ddng cua ching trong 161 n6i. Vi du:
“dom dom sdng ding dit”, “cdo mwon oai him”, “cdn tic vé wu”, “bdt cd hai tay”,
“biit sa ga chér” ...

Vay, thé ndo 12 thanh ngit? Cho dén nay, di c6 rat nhiéu céc dinh nghia vé thanh
ngit duoc dua ra nhu “Thanh ngit la tdp hop tir ¢ dinh da quen dimg ma nghia thuong
khéng thé gidi thich mét cdch don gidn bing nghia ctia cdc tir tao nén ndé” (9, tr.915).
Vi du: “cdi say ndy cdi ung”, “mot ndng hai swong”, “nuwdc chay ché tring” ... “Thanh
ngir 1o cum tir hay ngi co dinh cé tinh nguyén khéi vé ngik nghia, tao thanh mot chinh
thé dinh danh c6 ¥ nghia chung khdc tong s6 ¥ nghia ciia cdc thanh 16 cdu thanh né,
ke la khong co nghia den va hoat dong nhw mét tir riéng biét ¢ trong cau” (10, tr.271),
vi du: “mika doi miva chudt”, “nhan cw vi bdt thién”, “sang hén cling ba tde dar’...; hay
“Thanh ngit la nhitng cdu ndi ngdn gon dan gian thuong dimg trong khi néi hay viét
cho ¢6 vé mau me” (6, tr.3). Vi du: “Tdm ngdm tam ngdm ma dam chét voi”, “Ché cdy
gdn nha, ga cdy gdn chuong”, “Chudt sa chinh gao” v.v.. Cic dinh nghia trén tuy
khong hoan toan dong nhéat nhung tuu chung van néu 1én dugc nhiing dic diém chinh
cua thanh ngf.

“ Khoa Viét Nam hoc, Trwwong Pai hoc Ha Noi
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Trong khi phén chia cdc cdp d6 ngodn ngit, thanh ngit thudng duoc cdc nha ngdn
ngit hoc xép & tang bac trén tir, dudi ciu. DS cling 12 vi trf cta thanh ngit trong tiéng
Viét. Néu ké cép bac thi thanh ngit 13 “anh”, tir don 1& 13 “em”, vi thanh ngil, qua thoi
gian di duogc tap hop mdt cach gén b6 thanh cum. Vi dw: “lon ddu, cau cudi”; “dn
trdng, mdc tron”; “dc gia, dc bdo”; “dn tuc, néi phét”; “cd bé, chim ngan” ... Nhu
vay, thanh ngit 1a mét phﬁn cAu san ¢6, n6 13 mot b phan clia cdu ma nhiéu nguoi quen
diing nhung tu riéng né khong dién dat duoc mot ¥ tron ven. V& hinh thic ngit phap,
mdi thanh ngit chi 13 mot nhém tir, chua phai 13 mét ciu hoan chinh. Vi du: “chay troi

3 o

khéng khoi ning”, “khéi nhw hun chudt”, “anh hing rom” ...

“Thanh ngi thuwong la nhitng tdp hop tw giau hinh dnh goi [én mot sw lién tudng, so
sdanh khién nguoi ta cé thé dé dang cam nhdn dwoc nhitng khdi niém trieu twong thong
qua mot su vat, sy viéc cu thé. Voi thanh ngitt, nguoi ta co thé tao ra nhitng cdu sic
tich, sinh déng, béng bdy, uyén chuyén, néi it ma goi nhicu” (1, tr.3). Theo tic gia
Hong Huy, thanh ngit tao ra sy mic nhién hiéu nhau gifta ngudi néi va nguoi nghe
thong qua ngit nghia c6 tinh cich udc 1€, da dugc thira nhén theo truyén théng. Chéng
han, khi n6i “C6 4y c¢6 dung nhan chim sa cd lgn” thi khong ai kiém tra hay thic mic
rang khi dmg trude c¢d dy, chim c6 sa khong va cd ¢6 1an that khdng ma ty hiéu ngay
rang ddy 12 mot ¢ gdi vo ciing xinh dep.

Thanh ngit va tuc ngit déu 12 kho bdu cta vin héa dén tdc. O d6 chira dung tu duy
doc ddo, quan diém tham mi ciing nhu c4ch déi nhan xir thé clia nguoi Viét ta. Tuy
nhién, van c6 trudng hop ngudi néi nham 13n gitta thanh ngit va tuc ngit, vi vdy, chiing
ta nén phan biét rd rang hai thé loai nay. Nhu chiing ta di biét, “ruc ngit la nhitng cdu
ngdn gon, ¢ cdu tric twong déi on dinh, dic két kinh nghiém song, dao diec, tri thire
ctia mét dan 16¢” (10, tr.329) hay “Tuc ngi# la nhitng cdu ndi c¢é tinh chdt rén day hay
chdm biém chuyén doi” (6, tr.3), vi du: “Pi mdr ngay dang, hoc mot sang khon”; “Nhdt
nwée, nhi phén, tam cdn, tie giong”; “An qud nhé ké trong cdy”; “Ngwoi dep vi lua,
lida tot vi phdn”; “Hoc thay khong tay hoc ban’ ...

Tuc ngit thuong 1a mét cau tu nd dién ta tron ven mot ¥, mot nhén xét, 1a mét kinh
nghiém, mét bai hoc, mét ludn i, mdt chéan 1i, ¢é khi 12 mét su phé phan hay 1a ciu
nhéc nho, khuyén ran nguoi doi... Tuc ngit 1a mot thé loai sdng tdc ngang hang véi cdc
thé loai ca dao, din ca con thanh ngit 12 mot cum tlr tron tru, quen thude, duoc ding
trong ciu néi thdéng thuong cling nhu duoc ding trong tuc ngit, ca dao, dan ca. Céc ciu
tuc ngit: “Chop dong nhay nhdy, ga gdy thi muea”; “Con hon cha la nha cé phiic”; “An
kino ldu, cay sdu 10t lia”; “Chét vinh hon séng nhuc”; “So”hg cdi nha, gia cdi mo”... 1o
rang 12 khéc so v6i cdc thanh ngit: “dai gié dam muwa”; “dn chay nam ddt”; “chér ding
nhuw Tir Hai”';, “séng vdt song viuong” ...
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Thanh ngit thudng ¢6 ¥ nghia mot chiéu, mot mit, néi 1én mot tinh trang nhung lai
khong c6 két thic. Vi du thanh ngit “do rdch, qudn manh” hay “do céc, qudn manh”
chi ndi 1én tinh trang ngheo, nhung ai ngheo, ngheo 1am sao thi khong dugc 8. Con cau
tuc ngit “Pdi cho sach, rdch cho thom” thi ¢6 ¥ nghia tron ven hon. Ciu tuc ngit nay
ciing néi 1én tinh trang ngheo nhung dong thoi né con 1a mot 161 khuyén, mét 161 ran
day con nguoi du ¢6 roi vao tinh canh déi rach cling nén giit minh trong sach, dit ngheo
ciing phai giit 1y dao dc.

Tuy ¢6 su khdc nhau nhung nhin chung ca thanh ngit va tuc ngit déu rat ngan gon,
ham sdc, trf tu, rat d& nhd, d& thudce. Ca thanh ngit va tuc ngit déu 13 tinh hoa trong kho
tang ngdn ngit mdi din tdc, chiing gép phan rat dic luc trong viéc giao luu tu tudng,
tinh cam gifta con ngudi voi con nguoi,

Thanh ngir tiéng Viét ¢6 ba dic tinh chu yéu sau:

a. V& mit két cAu hinh thdi, thanh ngir tiéng Viét phé bién thudc loai cum tir ¢d
dinh, ciing ¢4 thé ¢ thanh ngit mang tinh ¢6 dinh cao, két cau viing chic, dat miic mot
ngit cd ¢b dinh nhu: “bdr chach dé?ng dudi”, “meéo mi vo cd rdn”, “moém ché vé
ngua”, “nguoi song, dong vang”, “miéng thon thét, da ot ngdm’... Néu dem thay dbi
trat ty, vi trf tir hodc mét tir loai tuong duong thi 1ap tuc két cau bi phd v, ¥ nghia bi
thay ddi va khong con gia tri cua mdt thanh ngit nita. Vi du, voi thanh ngit “Nuwoc mdit
cd sdu”, néu ta thay “ca siu” bﬁng bat ki mét loai cé ndo khdc nhu cd chép, cé tré, cd
map... thi gid tri ctia cAu thanh ngit nay s& hoan toan thay dbi va khong con ding so ¢
nghia ban dau. Cho nén, khdng phai bat ctr cum tir ¢6 dinh hay méot ngit ¢ dinh nio
cling ¢é thé tré thanh thanh ngit, vi du nhu: “khoa hoc ki thudrt”, “bdnh xe lich si¥”, “gia
dinh vé vang” ...

b. Ngoai két cau hinh thdi, chiing ta can phai luu ¥ t6i mat biéu hién nghia cta
thanh ngit. Mot bo phan thanh ngit tiéng Viét c6 tinh da nghia, nhung trong d6 nghia
béng ¢6 tdm quan trong hon ca, nghia béng ciing 13 dic tinh ban chét cua thanh ngit, vi
du: “di gudc trong bung”, “rudt dé ngodi da”, “But chiia nha khéng thiéng”, “vé chdu
ong vai”, “dan gdy tai trau’ ...

Trong tiéng Viét ¢6 loai thanh ngit voi nhitng thanh t6 di mat nghia thuc, nhat 1a
loai chuyén nghia bang phuong phdp khoa truong. Vi du: “khéng cdnh ma bay”, “rdn
sanh ra md”, “di guoc trong bung”, “khdn moc long trong bung”, “vit c6 chay ra
nuwoc”... Viée tao 18p nhitng su kién va nhiing hinh tuong loai nay tuy di khé xa nguoi
thue, viéc thuc ma van rat sinh dong, gﬁn glii voi doi séng nhan dan.

c. Xem xét qud trinh van dong va st dung thanh ngit tiéng Viét ciing 12 mot van dé
phtrc tap. Chinh mit nay di tao ra nhimng quan hé nglt phdp cua thanh ngr. Khi thanh
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ngit 12 mot cum tr ¢6 dinh ¢6 gid tri tuong dwong nhu mét tir thi né ciing 14 don vi ¢é
thé hanh chic doc l1ap trong cau.

Khi thanh ngit dugc st dung nhu mét ménh dé, mot ngit cd ¢6 dinh ndo d6 trong
cau phtrc hop thi nd ¢6 gid tri nhu moét cum tir chu vi. Tinh chét mét cum tir chu vi khé
10 rang ddi voi mot s6 don vi thanh ngit tiéng Viét. Vi du: “Chdu chdu dd xe”, “Ech
ngoi ddy giéng”, “Ché ngdp phdi ruéi” ... Nhung khi nhitng don vi ndy van dong trong
mot ciu phuc hop thi ching chi con gid tri tuong duong nhu mot ménh dé.

Trong thanh ngit tiéng Viét, ba dic trung trén ¢ lién quan véi nhau chit chg, dic
tinh no hd tro, bd sung cho dic tinh kia va ching khong thé tich roi dic trung chung
cla tiéng Viét, trong d6, dic trung phan tiét tinh 14 ddc trung chi phdi moi mat cia
thanh ngir tiéng Viét.

2. Khii quat vé thanh ngir tiéng Anh

Tu “Idioms” trong tiéng Anh c6 hai nghia tuong ung véi hai loai thanh ngit cua
tiéng Anh.

a. “Idioms” c6 nghia thir nhat 12 loai ngdn tir ¢6 tinh chat dac trung, riéng biét (dic
ngil) nam trong hé théng chung ctia mét dan tdc, mot dat nude tham chi mét vung hoac
mot ¢4 nhan. Tuong Gng véi nghia ndy 13 nhimg thanh ngit mang ning tinh cau tao tu.

Vi du: To go on = to continue
To look + down upon = to despise
To pull + down = to destroy

b. “Idioms” c6 nghia thy hai 12 chi nhitng cum tir (xét v& mit ngit phdp) ma nghia
clia timg tir riéng 1& trong d6 khong 1o rang, thé hién & chd ta ¢ thé hiéu hét nghia cta
timg tir nhung khi ghép ching véi nhau thi nghia cta cum tir rat ngd nghé hoic vo
nghia. Tuong ung v6i nghia nay 12 loai thanh nglt mang néng tinh tu tur, giau hinh anh.
Tur hinh anh cu thé, cum tir mang thém nhiing nghia méi.

Vidu:

Nguoi Anh ¢6 cdc cum tu: “give way” (dua cho 161 di); “in order to” (& trong trét tu
cu thé); “give in” (dua vao). Voi nhitng thanh ngir loai nay, ta chi hiéu duoc nghia cua
chung trén binh dién chung cta ca cum tir.

“give way”: nhwong bo, chiu thua, gidm gid, cong, odn...

“in order to”: nham dé

“give in”: nhuwong bd, chiu thua, giao nop, dwa vao...

Nguoi Anh cling ¢6 nhiéu thanh ngit gidu hinh anh nhu:
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“Diamond cuts diamond” (kim cuong cit kim cuong) ¥ néi nhiing ké c6 ban Iinh
cao cudng ciing s& ¢ lic gip phai ké ¢6 ban linh cao cudng hon. Thanh ngi tiéng Viét

¢6 v nghia twong duong 12 “Ké cdp gdp ba gia”, “Bon chin gdp ndm muoi” hay “Vé
quyt day co méng tay nhon”.

“to carry coals to Newcastle” (chd than vé Newcastle) ngu ¥ 1lam mét viéc thira.
Thanh ngit tiéng Viét tuong duong 13 “Chd cili vé rieng”.

“to laugh in one's beard” (cudi trong bo riu ciia minh) ngu ¥ cudi tham trong
bung.

“go down memory lane” (ban di trén dudng Memory Lane) ¢6 ¥ néi ban hay nghi
vé quéd khu.

“a bull in a china shop” (chi bd trong ciia hang db sir) ngu ¥ mét ngudi 16ng
ngéng, vung vé... Thanh ngit tiéng Viét tuong dwong 1a “nhu ga mdc téc” hay “loanh
quanh nhw ché nim chéi’ ...

Tiéu két:

Ngoén ngit, trong d6 c¢6 thanh ngit, 12 bd phén cAu thanh cta nén vin héa dan toc.
Nghién ctru d6i chiéu thanh ngir hai ngén ngit & binh dién giao tiép 12 nghién ctru méi
quan hé giira ngdn ngit voi cdc nhan t6 vin héa - xd hi ngoai ngdn ngit tic dong dén
cha thé néi khi str dung ngén ngit trong hoat dong giao tiép & cap do phat ngén. Piéu
nay doi hoi déi chiéu ngdn ngir trudc hét phai dbi chiéu hai nén vin héa, nhiing bbi
canh con luu giit trong tiém thiic ngudi ban ngit nhitng nhan t6 con ngudi va xa hai.

V& mit 1f luan, d6i chiéu ngdn ngit 1a dé tim ra nhiing nét tuong dong va khic biét
vé chu tric va hoat dong. Chinh vi thé, viéc khao sdt hoat ddng cua thanh ngit trong
giao tiép khong thé tich roi viéc khao sdt cau tric ngit nghia ctia ching boi nghia vi
tiém nang c6 trong nghia khéi nguyén cua thinh ngit (cau tric ngir nghia) ludn 13 dau
mdi cta su lién tuéng dén hién thuc khéch quan thuong truc trong ki ¢ cua chu thé
n6i. T day, thdng qua nghia 1ién hdi va su lua chon cia chu thé néi, ching ta s& x4c
dinh duoc nghia thuc ctia thanh ngit duoc diing trong giao tiép.

Xét vé phuong dién ddi chiéu hai ngén ngit, thanh ngir 12 mot don vi ngdn ngit dic
trung ¢6 dic diém khu biét véi tat ca nhitng don vi ngén ngit khéc. Do d6, né tré thanh
mot hién tuong ngdn ngir khd tiéu biéu trong nghién ctu ngit dung hoc néi chung va
ngit dung hoc tuong phan néi riéng von lién quan mat thiét dén hoat dong giao tiép.

Thanh ngit tiéng Viét va tiéng Anh chira dung nhiéu yéu t6 vin héa phong phi ctia
hai déan toc. Vi vay dbi chiéu thanh ngit cua hai ngdn ngit nay 14 viéc khong hé don
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gian. Sau ddy 13 mot vai tim hiéu budc dau cia ching t6i vé thanh ngit so sdnh cua
tiéng Viét va tiéng Anh.

3. Déi chiéu thanh ngir so sanh ciia tiéng Viét va tiéng Anh

3.1. Vé diic diém ciu triic

Trudc hét, phai hiéu thé nio 13 thanh ngit so sanh. Thanh ngit so sénh 13 thanh ngit
trong d6 ¢6 sir dung bién phdp tu tir so sdnh dé so sdnh mot vat niy véi mot vat khic dé
lam cho nghia r& hon.

Cubn “Thanh ngit tiéng Viér” (Nxb Khoa hoc xa hoi, 1978) cho ring “loai thanh
ngit khong xa vdi nghia thue, cé khi dung cd nghia thuc voi nghia béng la loai thanh
ngti so sanh’”.

Thanh ngit so sanh ludn ¢6 di hai vé déi xung: A so sanh véi B.

Ta c¢6 thé dua ra cong thiic ctia thanh ngit so sénh trong tiéng Viét nhu sau:

A n B

Trong do:
A 1a thudc tinh chung gitta A va B
n 1a quan hé so sdanh
B 12 yéu t6 so sénh.

Vi du:
chay nhu bay
cao nhw hac tho
gay nhu xdc ve
thom nhuw thi
buén nhw cha chét...
A n B

Tiéng Viét ciing ¢6 nhiing thanh ngif so sdnh gian luoc, tic 12 mot vé cta thanh ngir
duoc giam di hodc khai niém dugc phan anh trong thanh ngit dugc ngﬁm hiéu.

Vi du:
nhu ca gdp nuoc
nhu trang voi sao
nhu ché voi meo
nhw diéu gap gié
nhu doi gdo nudc lanh.
n B

Loai thanh ngit nay c6 ¢dng thuc:
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Khdc voi thanh ngit so sdnh cta tiéng Viét, thanh ngit so sdnh cua tiéng Anh c6

¢Ong thirc nhu sau:

| as A as B |
Vi du:
as brief as a deream
as big as elephant
as cheap as dirt
as true as steel
as stupid as a donkey

Thanh ngit so sanh tiéng Anh ciing ¢ mot loai khic véi cdng thic 1a:

A like B
Vidu:
to cry like a boy
to drop like a stone
to stick like glue
to eat like a pig
to roar like a lion

Thanh ngit néi chung ¢6 cau tric da dang, phong phi va khé phirc tap nhung thanh
ngit so sanh tiéng Anh vi tiéng Viét chi yéu 12 theo bén md hinh néi trén. Céu tric cia
thanh ngit so sénh ctia hai ngdn ngit niy khd 6n dinh.

Quan hé giita cdc thanh t6 trong thanh ngit so sdnh cta tiéng Viét va tiéng Anh

cling ¢6 nhiéu diém tuwong dong va khac biét.

Vé A trong thanh ngit hai thtr tiéng déu c6 thé 13 tinh tir, dong tir, danh tir nhung

phé bién nht 1a tinh tir va dong tir.
Vi du: Vé A la tinh tie

1. ndt nhu twong
2. ndng nhu cum
3. chdm nhuw sén
4. hién nhw bur
5. dep nhu tién
6. cay nhu ot

7. ém nhu ru...

Vidu: Vé A la dong tir

1. ndng nhu ndng trieng

as black as coal

as dry as dust

as free as the air

asred as a rose

as young as morn

as ugly as a bear

as round as an orange...

to drink like a pig
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2. chét nhu ngd ra to sing like a lark

3. cdm nhw thoc to sleep like a log

4. néi nhw dam vao tai to swim like a fish

5. chay nhu bay to float like a cock

6. dn nhw ho to follow like a shadow
7. cwoi nhu ndc né... to roar like a lion...

Vé B 1a yéu t6 so sdnh twong ddng nhung ciing ¢6 thé B bit ngudn tir nhiing dién
tich van hoc hay nhiing dic trung vin héa riéng cia moi nudc. Nguoi Vit Nam cé
thanh ngit “ndng nhw Truwong Phi”. Vé B 1a Truong Phi, mot nhén vat trong truyén
“Tam qudc dién nghia” ctia Trung Québc. Truong Phi tinh tinh néng nay, d& néi khiing,
nén thanh ngit ndy diing dé chi nhitng nguoi dé cdu gian. Khong chi 1a nguoi Anh ma
nhiing nguoi nudc ngodi néu khong hiéu, khong biét nhan vat Truong Phi trong vin
hoc thi rat khé hiéu 16 ¥ nghia cta thanh ngit nay.

Tuong tu, nguoi Anh cling ¢6 thanh ngii “as soft as butter” nghia la “min nhu bo™.
Trong van héa am thuc ctia Anh, bo 12 mét mén an truyén théng khong thé thiéu duoc
1am tir stta nhung mén an ndy lai khd xa la voi ngudi Viét Nam. Vi thé, khong phai ai
ciing biét “bo™ 12 cdi gi va “min nhw bo” 13 min nhu thé no.

Chinh vi vay, viéc nghién ctu céc thanh ngit rat ¢6 tic dung trong viée tim hiéu vin
héa, lich sir... clia cdc déan tdc trén thé gidi. Mdi thanh ngit ciia mot ngdn ngit déu mang
mot ban sdc van héa riéng.

n 12 quan hé so sdnh trong thanh ngit so sanh. Tiéng Anh chi ¢6 cdp tir “as... as” va
tlr “like” con & tiéng Viét n = nhw, tiy, tya.

Vi du: néi nhuw dé mé vao mdt

101 to tay dinh
do tiea son v.v...

3.2. Vé diic diém chirc ndng - ngit nghia

Thanh ngit so sanh cia tiéng Viét va tiéng Anh déu khong néu 1én mot nhén xét,
mot kinh nghiém hay mét chén If, mét sy phé phdn cu thé nao nhu tuc ngit. Thanh ngit
n6i chung, thanh ngit so sanh néi riéng thuong mang chiic ning thim mi nhiéu hon
chtrc nang nhan thirc va chirc nang gido duc.

Vi du: Thanh ngit “dep nhw tién” 1a sy vi von rat sinh ddng va mang tinh thAm mfi
cao trong tiéng Viét nhung chua mang lai cho nguoi ta mdt bai hoc hay mét kinh
nghiém nao. Trai lai, cdu tuc ngir “Cdi nét ddnh chét cdi dep” lai thién vé chuc nang
nhén thirc va chirc nang gido duc con ngudi nhiéu hon. Tuong tu, thanh ngit “as wide
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as hope” (mong manh nhu hy vong) méi chi néu 1én mét tinh trang rat khé khan chu
chua khuyén ran ngudi ta kién tri dé dat t6i thanh cdng nhu ciu tuc ngit “Diligence is
the mother of success” (Kién nhan 12 me thanh cong).

Nhu dé trinh bay trong phan 1, ngoai nhitng tir ngit thong thuong, ngdén ngit nio
cling ¢6 mot kho tang thanh ngit 14 nhiig cum tur dac biét mang tinh tu tir cao, ¢é hinh
anh gidu tinh tuong trung va khéi quit dé chuyén tai thong tin mot cdch nhanh nhat,
dién dat tu tudng, tinh cam mot cdch nghé thuit, khéo 1éo va hiéu qua nhét do tdc dung
khoi goi su lién tuong cao trong tu duy nhéan thirc cua con ngudi véi ciac hinh anh cu
thé, sinh dong. Ta that khé hinh dung 1a nhanh nhu thé nao khi nghe cum tir “rdt
nhanh” nhung s& hiéu ngay khi nghe thanh ngit “nhanh nhu chép”, “nhanh nhw cdir”
cla tiéng Viét hay “like beans” (nhanh nhu hat dau) hay “like greased lightning”
(nhanh nhu tia chép bdi m&) cta tiéng Anh.

P6i voi nhiéu thanh ngit so sanh cua tiéng Viét, néu hiéu duoc nghia den (nghia cu
thé) cia ching thi ciing s& d& dang hiéu duoc nghia béng (nghia giao tiép) cta nhimng
thanh ngit d6. Tir ddy, c6 thé lién tudng ngay dén nhimng thanh ngir tuong tu trong tiéng
Anh. Ta d& dang nhan thay nét tuong dong vé tu duy cling nhu ngdén ngit cua hai dan
tdc qua nhiing thanh ng{t so sanh nhu:

“like a streak of lighting”
“like water off a duck's back”™
“as black as coal”

“nhanh nhw chop”
“nhw nwée do ddau vit”
“den nhuw than”

“tiéu tien nhw nieoc”
“nhdt nhie the dé”
“chdm nhw éc sén”

“to spend money like water”
“as timid as a rabbit”

“as slow as snail”

“tring nhu tuyét” “as white as snow”
“nong nhu lua” “as hot as fire”

“ro nhu ban ngay” “as bright as day”

N A A R USRS A

“tinh nhuw cu” “as wide as an owl”

Hau hét cdc dan toc trén thé gidi déu trai qua cdc giai doan phdt trién cta xi hoi loai
nguoi tir cdng xi nguyén thiy, chiém hiru n6 1& dén phong kién, v.v. nén du & déu, con
ngudi déu ¢6 nhitng diém chung trong tu duy va nhén thic vé tu nhién va xi hdi.
Nhung do mdi din toéc c6 mdt ngdn ngit, phong tuc tip qudn riéng, hoan canh dia i,
diéu kién tu nhién, trinh d6 phdt trién xi hoi... khong gidng nhau nén véi cling mét
nhan thirc, mét tu duy, mdi dan toc lai c6 cich biéu hién khdc nhau.

Thanh ngit “cd nhay giwong the” rat khé hiéu dbi véi ngudi Anh bai né bat ngudn
tr phong tuc cling com ¢4 cho ngudi ving bién ¢ Hai Thanh, Thanh Héa. Vao nhiing
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dip gid Tét, trén mam cb clia ngudi dan Hai Thanh nhat dinh phai ¢6 ¢4 bién vi ho so
nhiing ngudi di khuét d6i com lat (nhat) c4. Nhiing ngly gidp Tét, di bién dong dén
may ho ciing phai kiém cho bang duoc c4 dé cting. Chuyén ké rang, di dén ngay 30 Tét
roi ma gia dinh no van chua c¢6 ¢4 nén khong cing dugc. Ba vo di khip noi tim mua cé
ma khdng duoc. Ba budn bi quay vé nha thi bdng nhin thy trén mam cd nha minh di
c6 mot dia cd tuom tat. Ba mung r& héi nguoi con diu “C4 & dau vy con?”. Ngudi con
d4u hém hinh tra 16i “Biét nha minh chua c6 ¢4 dé cling nén c4 ty nhay 1én giuong thd
déy me a”. Thi ra, 6ng b6 di bién nhung ¢ lai, khong vé nha an Tét cling gia dinh nhung
dd gt cd cho thuyén khdc nho mang vé nha. Thanh ngit “cd nhdy giwong tho” di ra doi
nhu vay, chi nhitng san vat quy hiém cé duoc Iic hiém hoi, hodc chi nhiing thtt hang
dat rat khé mua.

Thanh ngit “phi chi tang bong” ciing khé 1f giai d6i véi ngudi Anh vi ciu thanh ngit
nay bat ngudn tir dién tich Trung Qudc. Khi sinh con trai, ngudi Trung Qudc 1dy cung
lam bang gd du (tang) va mili tén bang bong coé (bong) ban di bon phuong dé 6 chi
nam nhi,

Nguodi Viét ching ta ciing khé hiéu nghia ctia nhiéu thanh ngit tiéng Anh do su
khdc biét vé dia If, moi truong séng, ban sic van hoa, tim 1f dan toc... Vi nhu tiéng Anh
¢ thanh ngit “a sop to Cerberus” (miéng banh mi sita danh cho con ché Cerberus).
Cerberus 12 mot con ché géc cong trong than thoai Hy Lap ma ngudi nio muén di qua
dé thodt khoi dia nguc phai ném mét thr gi d6 dé 1dy 1ong con ché. Thanh ngit nay ¢6 ¥
n6i dén mét thie qua diAm mdm, mét vat dung dé héi 16. Néu chuing ta khong biét dién
tich nay thi that khé hiéu y nghia ctia thanh ngit trén.

Con thanh nglt “beware of Greeks bearing gifts” ¢6 nghia 1a hdy cdnh gidc voi
nhitng ai dem qud t6i tang. Thanh ngit ndy xuat phdt tir ciu chuyén con ngua thanh
Troa. Theo than thoai Hy Lap, quian Hy Lap mudn chiém thanh nén di 4m muu diing
mot con ngua gd gia 1am qua ting cho quéin thanh Troa nhung trong bung ngua cé chira
rit nhiéu quin mai phuc. Pém dén, quin Hy Lap tir trong bung ngua chui ra mé cira
thanh, ddt 1tra 1am hiéu cho dai quin moé ctra vao thanh nén thanh Troa bi ha nhanh
chong.

Tam 1f dan tdc ctia ngudi Viét va nguoi Anh khéc nhau, didu nay duoc phan 4nh r5
trong thanh ngit hai din tdc, dac biét 1a thanh ngit so sanh.

V& A trong thanh ngir so sdnh cia tiéng Viét va tiéng Anh gidng nhau nhung vé B
thuong khéc nhau. Diéu nay phu thudc vao tu duy, tim 1f ctia ngudi dan phuong Pong
va phuong Tay.

Vidu:

1. cao nhu hac tho — as high as the stars
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

ngu nhu bo

wét nhu chudt 16t
that tha nhu dém
hién nhu nai

dé nhu tro ban tay
im nhu théc

lwéi nhu hii

git nhu mam tém
tron nhu vai

lam nhu triu

dep nhu Tién

buén nhu chau cén
to nhu c6t dinh

dir nhu cop

twoi nhu hoa

thflng nhu rudt ngua
diu dang nhu thién than
dé nhu mau

min nhu to
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(cao nhu céc vi sao)

as stupid as a donkey
(ngu nhu lra)

as wet as fish

(u6t nhu cd)

as honest as a mirror
(that tha nhu soi guong)
as meek as a lamb

(hién nhu clru non)

as easy as pie

(d& nhu chiéc banh nuéng nhén ngot)
as silent as a stone

(im nhu da)

as lazy as a pig

(luoi nhu heo)

as €ross as a bear

(g4t nhu gau)

as round as an orange
(tron nhu cam)

to work like a dog

(lam nhu cho)

as beautiful as the rain-bow
(dep nhu cau vdng)

as cheerless as the grave
(budn nhu ndm md)

as big as an elephant

(to nhu voi)

as angry as a wasp

(dir nhu ong bo vé)

as fresh as morn

(tuoi nhu bubi sdng)

as straight as an arrow
(thang nhu mii tén)

as gentle as a lamb

(diu dang nhu chim bé céu)
as red as a rose

(d6 nhu hoa hong)

as soft as butter

(min nhu bo)...

Nhu ching ta déu biét, Viét Nam c6 nén kinh té néng nghiép, Anh c6 nén kinh té
cong nghiép. Pong thoi, diéu kién ty nhién, x4 hoi, kinh té, ton gido, tin ngudng... cla
hai nuéc ciing khic nhau nén vé A gidng nhau, vé B khdc nhau 13 diéu hién nhién. Qua
c4c thanh ngit trén ta nhan thay ¢6 sy dong nhét vé tu duy va nhan thuc cta hai dan toc
nhung céch thé hién, so sanh lai hoan toan kh4c nhau.
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Van dé duoc dit ra & day 1a viéc dich céc thanh ngi tiéng Anh sang tiéng Viét va
nguoc lai. Dich thanh ngit 13 c6ng viéc khong hé don gian béi dang sau viéc dich ngdn
ngit con 12 viée tranh tao ra nhitng cd sé¢ vin héa (culture shock) do su khéc biét trong
tu duy ctia hai dan toc. N6 doi héi nguoi dich phai c6 von hiéu biét phong phu, sdu rong
vé nén vin héa, phong tuc tip quén... ctia cdc dan toc st dung hai ngdén ngit dé (ngdn
ngit géc va ngdn ngit dich). Néu dich ciu “He is as joyflul as a fly” 1a “Anh dy vui vé
nhuw ruoi” ¢6 thé s& khién nguoi Viét gip mét cd sé¢ vé vian héa, hiéu 1am ¥ coa nguoi
néi hay tao ra sy phan cam cho ngudi nghe. Nhung néu duoc dich 13 “Anh dy vui nhu
Tér” thi & rat dat.

Dich thanh ngit phai dat dugc cic tiéu chuan nhu dich sét nghia, dich dugc cac ki
hiéu van héa ttc 13 phai dich nghia béng cta cdch thanh ngit sao cho phit hop véi nén
vin héa ctia ngén ngir dich. Thanh ngit “as poor as a church mouse” khong thé dich 1a
“nghéo nhw chudt trong nha tho” ma phai dich 13 “nghéo rét méng toi”. Ching ta dich
nghia den ctia thanh ngi dé hiéu su khéc biét gitta hai nén vin héa cia hai din téc Viét
- Anh nhung khi di vio st dung, ta phai dich nghia béng cta thanh ngit dé ngudi nghe
d& dang cam nhan, d& dang c6 su giao luu tu tudng, tinh cam, khdng c¢6 su phan cam
hay ng& ngang khi nghe thanh ngit ctia dan téc khc. Néu ngudi dich khong ¢6 sy uyén
chuyén va khéo 1éo d6 thi rat d& dan dén viéc 1am héng vin ban hay khién cho nguoi
doc, nguoi nghe hiéu sai ¥ nghia cta cdc thanh ngit. (Tuong tu nhu thé khi dich ciu
thanh ngit tiéng Viét “nhanh nhw cdr” sang tiéng Anh ta khdng thé dich 1a “as fast as
kestrel” ma phai dich 14 “as fast as lighting” hodc “like beans”).

4. Kétluan

Thanh ngir 12 moét bd phan quan trong trong von tir vung ctia mdi ngdn ngit ndi
chung, cta tiéng Viét v tiéng Anh ndi riéng. Cling véi su phét trién cia tiéng néi dan
toc, thanh ngit dan hinh thanh va duoc nguoi dan s dung nhu 13 mot cong cu giao tiép
chung. Phdt trién thanh ngir 12 mét trong nhiing cdch tét nhat dé bo sung cho vén tir d6i
voi ngudi hoc ngoai ngi.

Xét v& mit tu tlr, thanh ngit g6p phan 1am giau, 1am dep cho ngdn ngit, trong d6 cé
tiéng Viét v tiéng Anh, vé nhiéu phuong dién. Do duoc hinh thanh va phat trién trong
lich str 1au dai ctia dén tdc, hon nita, thanh ngit lai 13 nhitng cum tir hay ngit ¢6 dinh, ¢6
ndi dung ngit nghia siu rong nén ching van gitt duoc nhiéu khdi niém thudc vé truyén
théng. Vi thé, kho tang thanh ngit giau va dep cla tiéng Viét va tiéng Anh ludn phan
dnh duoc nhiéu mit tri thic vé gidi ty nhién, doi séng x4 hoi cling nhu van héa cua hai
dan toc.

Do ¢6 sy khéc nhau vé dic diém ciu tric ciing nhu dic diém chuc ning - ngit nghia
nén khi dbi chiéu hay dich thanh ngit, trong d6 ¢6 thanh ngit so sénh, tir tiéng Viét sang
tiéng Anh va nguoc lai, ching ta phai ¢6 sy am hiéu vé van héa va tu duy cta hai dan
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toc dé tao su linh hoat khi “chuyén mi” cac ki hiéu van hoa c6 trong thanh ngit. Sau khi
tiép nhan ¥ nghia nguyén ban cta thanh ngit, néu ngudi dich t4i tao lai y nghia dé bang
tu duy va cdch dién dat cia ngdn ngit dich thi s& tranh duoc nhimg 16i xuyén vin héa
dang tiéc.

Néu xét trén phuong dién vin héa dan tdc, cau tric ngir nghia cta thanh ngit 12 mot
co ting vin héa siu nén PGS. TS. Nguyén Xuin Hoa rat ¢6 1 khi dua ra yéu cau dbi
chiéu thanh ngit hai thu tiéng 1a “doi chiéu mor cdch chon loc nhitng yéu to cdn thiét
ctia hai nén vin héa” (5, tr.4).
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