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Tap chi Khoa hoc Ngoai ngir

A LOOK INSIDE THE WORLD OF DICTIONARIES

THE GIOI CUA NHUNG CUON TU DPIEN TIENG ANH

If you call someone "fat," spelled F-A-
T, it means overweight. But if you call
someone '"phat," spelled P-H-A-T, it
means highly good looking. Some
dictionaries now include this word as
slang.

Aniin's Risr-Sp G Dhemiokans

: The editors  of
{‘&:ﬁﬂﬁ Merriam-Webster's
Collegiate Collegiate
Dictionary .

Dictionary
explained how it
reached their
Eleventh Edition
published last year.

The editors read everything they can to
search for new words and meanings.
They keep electronic records. They also
record words on individual citation
cards. Over the years, their company
has collected more than 15,000,000
citations. Editors continually consider
and reconsider them for placement in
their dictionaries.

Né&u ban noéi ai d6 la "béo" "fat", danh van
la "F-A-T", nghia la ban thdy ngudi d6 hai
bi ... vugt qua trong luong cho phép.
Nhung néu ban ndéi ai d6 "phat tuéng"
"phat", danh van la "P-H-A-T", thi lai c6
nghia 1a ngudi 8y cuc ky hap dan. Trong
mot s& cudn tir dién hién nay tir nay dudc
coi nhu tiéng léng.

e Nhiing bién tap vién cla
tr  dién Merriam-
Webster's Collegiate
Dictionary da giai thich
cach ma tu "phat" da lot
dugc vao an ban thi 11
cla ho dugc xudt ban

Merriam?®
Webstgr@
Collegiate

Dictionary

vao nam ngoai.

Cac bién tap vién tur dién doc tat ca nhiing
gi ho c6 thé dé tim kiém nhiing tr nglr méi
cling nhu nhiing nghia méi cla tur ngr. Ho
luu trlr chdng trong nhimng thiét bi dién td.
Ho ciing luu trt nhiing tir nglr ho tim thay
trén cac phiéu ghi chép ca nhan. Trai qua
nam thang, cong ty cla ho da thu thap
dugc hon 15 triéu phi€u nhu vay. Cac bién
tap vién sau dé xem xét va can nhic dé
sap xé&p ching vao cac cudn tu dién cla
minh.
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The editors found enough uses of
“phat” over time to judge the word to be
popular and long lasting. So they added
it to the more than 225,000 explanations
of words and phrases in the Collegiate.

One of the early uses of "phat" that they
found in print appeared in a magazine in
1994. A writer used it in relation to hip-
hop music to mean excellent.

But usage can change by the time a
word appears in a dictionary. This is
especially true of slang. Some teen-
agers say phat is an old word already.

Many of the 10,000 new words in the
Eleventh Edition of the Collegiate
Dictionary involve computers. Among
them is the term drag-and-drop. This
means to move a computer file across a
screen.

Technology terms like this are an
example of how dictionaries show the
influence of the times. Another example
is the word “chairperson.” It first
appeared in the Random House
Webster’s College Dictionary in the
nineteen-seventies. It recognized that
women as well as men serve as leaders.
“Carjacking” entered dictionaries in the
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Trong suét mot thai gian dai, cac bién tap
vién da tim dd nhiing 1an st dung cla tu
"phat" d& c6 thd danh gia dé 1a mot tir
thong dung va da ton tai kha lau. Vi vay,
ho da bé sung né vao tap hop hon 225.000
tir va nhém tu trong Collegiate Dictionary.

Lan dau tién ho tim thdy tir "phat" dugc s
dung 1a trong mét tap chi xuat ban nam
1994. Tac gia cla bai bdo da st dung ti
nay khi néi vé nhac hip-hop vGi nghia Ia
"tuyét vai".

Nhung théi quen st dung ti nglr cling cb
thé thay déi khi tir d6 xuat hién trong tur
dién. Piéu nay d4c biét dung d6i véi nhiing
tiéng l6ng. D&i v6i mot s6 ngudi tré tudi, tur
"phat" dudc coi la tu cd.

R4t nhiéu trong s6 10.000 tir méi trong &n
ban th& 11 cha Collegiate Dictionary lién
quan dén may vi tinh. Trong dé cé thuat
nglt drag-and-drop. N6 mang nghia: dich
chuyén moét file trén man hinh (kéo — tha).

Thuat nglr ky thuat nhu trén 12 mét bang
chiing cho thay cac cuén tir dién thé hién
su anh hudng cla thdi dai nhu thé nao.
M6t vi du khac 1a tir "chairperson”. N6 1an
dau xudt hién trong cudén Random
Webster's College Dictionary trong nhiing
nam 70. N6 cho thay phu nir cling nhu dan
éng c6 thé dudc coi la nhiing ngudi lanh
dao. "Carjacking" xudt hién trong nhiing

cudn tir dién vao thap nién 90. “To carjack”



S$6 6 (thang 3 nam 2006)

Tap chi Khoa hoc Ngoai ngir

1990's.
someone’s car by force.

The Fourth Edition of the Webster’s
New World College Dictionary also

To carjack means to take

includes "mosh." This is a way to dance
to heavy metal music. Dancers crash
into each other in a mosh pit in front of
the band.

Just because a word enters the
dictionary does not mean it will stay.
An example is "Macarena."

Many people did the Macarena dance.
The Random House Webster’s College

Dictionary listed Macarena in 1997. But
a year later, this word disappeared ...
much like the dance itself.

There is a word that the McDonald's
Corporation would like to see disappear
from the Eleventh Edition of Merriam-
Webster's Collegiate. The word is
"Mclob." It is defined as a job with low
pay and little chance for improvement.
It is meant to describe the sort of job
that a worker who prepares fast food
might have.

But the chairman and chief executive
officer of McDonald’s, Jim Cantalupo,
denounced this definition. He said it
insults the 12,000,000 people who work
for McDonald’s. Also, the company
itself uses the term “Mclob” in its
employment program for people with

c6 nghia 1a dung vi luc dé 14y 6 t6 cla
ngudi khac (hay cubp xe hai).

An ban thi tu clia Websters New World
College Dictionary c6 to "mosh". Day la
mot cach dé nhay theo nhac heavy metal.
Cac vi cong va cham vao nhau ngay phia
tru6c ban nhac.

Thé nhung mét tir nglr xuat hién trong tir
dién khoéng c6 nghia la né sé tiép tuc ton
tai. M6t vi du la tu "Macarena".

Rat nhiéu ngudi da nhdy theo diéu
macarena. Vi vy ma cuén Random House

Websters College Dictionary da b8 sung tur
Macarena vao nam 1997. Nhung mét nam
sau, t0 nay bién mat hoan toan... nhu
chinh diéu nhay nay.

C6é mot tor ma tadp doan McDonald rat
khéng mudn thdy trong 8n ban thr 11 cla
tr dién Merriam-Webster' Colliegiate. D6 |a
tir "McJob". N6 mang nghia mét cong viéc
dugc tra luong thap va rat it co hoi thang
tién. Va tir nay da miéu ta chinh céng viéc
clia cac cong nhan chuan bi d6 an nhanh.

Nhung chd tich héi déng quan tri cla tap
doan McDonald, Jim Cantalupo, phan déi
kich liét cac dinh nghia nay. Ong ta cho
rang diéu nay la su xuc pham dén 12 triéu
ngudi hién dang lam viéc cho tap doan
McDonald. Tuy nhién, chinh cong ty lai st
dung thuat nglr "McJob" trong chuaong trinh
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mental and physical disabilities.

But editors of dictionaries say they do
not invent words, they only record the
ones people use.

Dictionaries usually list their number of
entries instead of their number of
words. No one can say how many
words are in the English language.
There are always new ones, and new
for old ones.
disappear. Others reappear
different meaning. Then there are all the

uses Some words

with a

new groupings of words into phrases
with meanings of their own.

College dictionaries have about two-
hundred-thousand or more definitions.

This compares with 300,0000 or
400,000 in many unabridged
dictionaries.

Today many people use the Internet to
look up words, and Random House, for
example, have free online services. Two

and
online

others are  dictionary.com
yourdictionary.com.  Some
dictionaries let users also hear how to

say words.

Some dictionaries are limited to subject

areas. For example, Artlex.com

provides free definitions for more than

58

tuyén dung cla minh dé chi nhimng ngudi
khiém khuyét vé tri tué va thé chat.

Thé& nhung cac nha bién tap tir dién thi néi
rang ho khéng phat minh ra cac ti, ho chi
ghi lai nhiing t& ma moi ngudi st dung.

Cac cuén tu dién thudng thdng ké cac
danh muc tir thay vi sé ti. BGi 16 khéng mot
ai c6 thé néi chinh xac ¢ bao nhiéu tir ngir
trong tiéng Anh. Luén luén cb nhiing tur
md&i, cling nhu cach s dung mdi cla
nhing ti cl. Mot sé tir bién mat. Mot sé tir
xuat hién tré lai véi nghia khac. Va tat
nhién c6 nhimng cum tU vGi nghia rét riéng
cla chinh né.

College Dictionary c6 khoang hon 200.000
dinh nghia. Diéu nay dé so sanh véi con s6
300.000 hay 400.000 trong rat nhiéu cuén
tir dién khong rat gon.

Ngay nay rat nhiéu ngudi s&r dung mang
Internet dé tra cGu tir ngli. Cac nha xuét
ban Random House ciing nhu Merrian déu

c6 dich vu mién phi trén mang. Hai dia chi

khac la dictionary.com va
yourdictinary.com. M6t vai tir dién trén
mang con cho phép nguci si dung nghe

dudc cach phat am cua tu.

M6t vai cudn tU dién chi dudc gi6i han
trong nhiing chd dé nhat dinh. Vi du,
Artlex.com cung c&p mién phi dinh nghia



S$6 6 (thang 3 nam 2006)

Tap chi Khoa hoc Ngoai ngir

three-thousand terms related to art. The
address is www.artlex.com.

There kinds of
dictionaries online, in print or both.

are many other
There are biographical dictionaries of
people and geographical dictionaries of

places.

OK, time for a question. Can you think
of a word that you would find in both a
and a music

medical dictionary

dictionary, but with different meanings?

Keep listening -- we'll tell you what we
thought of.

Now we step back 400 years in the
history of dictionary making.

In 1604, a British school director named
Robert Cawdrey produced a book that
defined about 3,000 English words.
These came from other languages.

More than a century later, the writer
Samuel Johnson published what he
called a “Dictionary of the English
Language." It appeared in 1755. Then,
in 1791, another Englishman, John
Walker, also produced a dictionary.

cho hon 3.000 thuat ngir lién quan dén
nghé thuat. Pia chi clia cudn tur dién nay la
www.artlex.com

C6 rat nhiéu loai tir dién truc tuyén dudc
tung 1én mang, tU dién théng thudng in
thanh sach hodc cé hai. C6 cé nhimng cudn
tr dién chuyén vé tiéu s ngudi va tu dién
chuyén vé dia danh.

Bay gio 1a luc cho mét cau hdi vui. Liéu
ban c6 nghi ra moét t&r ma ban c6 thé tim
thay trong ca tU dién y hoc ciing nhu tu
dién am nhac, nhung véi nhiing nghia khac
nhau?

Hay tiép tuc theo ddi chuong trinh cla
ching t6i, ching t6i sé cho cac ban biét tur
do.

Bay gid chung ta cung trd lai v6i thdi diém
400 nam trudc trong lich st soan thao tir
dién.

Vao nam 1604, hiéu trudng mét trudng hoc
tai Anh tén |la Robert Cawdrey da cho ra
dsi mot cudn sach néu dinh nghia cla
khoang 3.000 tir ngir ti€ng Anh. Nhiing tur
nay déu la nhiing tUr dugc vay muon tur
nhiing ngdén nglt khac.

Hon moét thé ky sau, nha van Samuel
Johnson xuéat ban cai ma 6ng goi la "Tu
dién tiéng Anh". N6 xuét hién vao nim
1755. Sau d6, vao nam 1791, mét ngudi
Anh khac, John Walker ciing cho ra ddi
mot cudn tur dién.

59



Tap chi Khoa hoc Ngoai ngir

S6 6 (thang 3 nam 2006)

An American, Noah Webster, wanted to
create a dictionary as good as those
others. Webster wanted to publish an
American dictionary. And he did, in
1806, with a  dictionary  for
schoolchildren. Experts say this work
launched American dictionaries as we
know them today.

Noah Webster was born in 1758 in
West Hartford, Connecticut. He became
a teacher and studied law. He did not
like the books he was supposed to use
to teach. So he created many American
schoolbooks. Later he became a
political journalist. Historians say that
after a few years, he returned to
producing schoolbooks because he got
tired of political disputes.

His first dictionary, in 1806, was called
“A  Compendious Dictionary of the
English Language.” The next year, he
published a shorter version, a dictionary
"Compiled for the Use of Common
Schools.” A new version appeared in
1817.

After that Webster produced what he
called “An American Dictionary of the
English Language.” It was published in
1828. It contained 70,000 definitions. It
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Mét ngusi My, Noah Webster, mudn xay
dung mét cudn tur dién cé chat ludng sanh
ngang v&i cac cudn tu dién khac. Ong
muén xuat ban mét cuén tir dién tiéng Anh
My. Va 6ng da lam dudc diéu dé vao nam
1806 v&i moét cudn tir dién cho hoc sinh.
Céac nha nghién citu cho rang chinh viéc
lam nay clia Webster da di tién phong cho
thé hé tUr dién tiéng Anh M§ nhu ching ta
biét d&én ngay nay.

Noah Webster sinh nam 1758 tai West
Hartford, Connecticut. Ong trd thanh mot
gido vién va nghién ctu luat hoc. Ong
khéng thich nhimng cuén sach ma & thudng
6ng can dung dé giang day. Vi thé éng da
tham gia bién soan rat nhiéu sach giao
khoa cla My. Sau d6 6ng tré thanh nha
bao chinh tri. Nhung cac nha s’ hoc cho
rang it nam sau, éng trd lai vGi nghé bién
soan va xudt ban sach giao khoa bdi vi
ong qua mét mdi véi nhimng cudc bat dong
chinh tri.

Cuén tUr dién dau tién cla 6ng vao nam
1806 mang tén "Mot cudn tur dién suc tich
vé ngén ngit Anh". Mot nam sau, éng xuét
ban mét an ban rat gon, cudn tu dién "Bién
soan dé€ st dung trong céc trudng hoc phé
thong". Mot an ban méi khac xuét hién
nam 1817.

Sau d6 Webster xuat ban cuén "Mdt cuén
tor dién My vé ngdn ngir Anh". N6 dugdc
xuat ban ndm 1828. Cuén ti dién nay bao
gbm 70.000 dinh nghia khac nhau. Né thuc
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was really two books. He corrected and
enlarged it into what became known as
“Webster’s Unabridged.”

Webster proved himself untraditional as
a maker of English
dictionaries. He included terms popular

language

only in America. He spelled some
words in untraditional ways. The same

was true for the ways he listed to say
words and to use them.

Some critics denounced his work. They
did not understand that Noah Webster
had established the beginnings of many
American dictionaries of the future.

Noah Webster died in 1843. Two
printers in Worcester, Massachusetts,
bought the rights to continue his
dictionary and publish their own. The
two were brothers, Charles and George
Merriam.

Today the dictionary publishers at the
Merriam-Webster company note that
many of their competitors use the name
"Webster." But their company is able to
claim a historical link.

Over the centuries, many people have
looked to dictionaries to settle
arguments about the correct way to use
a word. But dictionaries these days do
not judge how a word should be used.

chat gém hai cuén. Ong slia chita va b8
sung n6 dé trd thanh bd tu dién Webster
ndi ti€ng da phat hanh t6i 4n ban thi 11
ma chuing ta biét ngay nay.

Webster coi minh nhu ngudi sang tao ra tu
dién tiéng Anh khoéng theo kiéu truyén
théng. Ong tap hop nhiing muc tir chi dudc
phd bién & My. Ong phién am mot sé tir
khéng theo cach phién am truyén théng.
Va diéu nay ciing dung & cach ong liét ké
tlr ngir va st dung chung.

Cac nha phé binh da phd nhan céng trinh
clla 6ng. Ho da khéng hiu rang Noah
Webster da dat nén moéng cho rat nhiéu
cudn tir dién ti€ng Anh clia My trong tuong
lai.

Noah Webster qua dgi nam 1843. Hai chd
nha in tai Worcester, Massachusetts, da
mua ban quyén dé tiép tuc thuc hién cac
cudn tir dién clia 6ng va xuat ban nhiing
cudn tir dién clia chinh ho. D6 chinh la hai
anh em Charles va George Merriam.

Ngay nay nhiing ngudi xuat ban tir dién tai
cong ty Merriam- Webster nhan thay cé rat
nhiéu hang canh tranh véi ho st dung céi
tén Webster. Nhung cong ty c@ia ho hoan
toan c6 thé khang dinh méi lién két lich s
clia minh.

Trong nhiéu thé& ky, rat nhiéu ngudi da sl
dung tir dién dé giai quyét cac cudc tranh
luan vé cach dung dang ctia mét tir. Nhung
hién nay tur dién ciing khéng thé cho biét
chinh xac mét ti nglt nén dung nhu thé
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They simply describe how people use
them. They will, however, often warn if
a word is considered offensive.

It would be interesting to know what the
man whose name appears on so many
modern dictionaries would think of
them. They follow the spirit of the
times. But so did Noah Webster. Who
knows, maybe he would have included
phat, P-H-A-T, in his dictionaries, too.

Earlier, we asked if you could think of a
word with unrelated meanings in both a
medical dictionary and a music

dictionary. We thought of one, it

describes both a part of a body and a
musical instrument, our recording
Jinah Abdulla

Rackman, organ. Our producer, Caty

engineer today was

Weaver, gets the credit.

In VOA Special English.

nao cho dung. Chung chi don gian la miéu
ta lai cach ngudi ta st dung t&r d6. Tuy
nhién, chdng cling thudng canh bao khi
moét tU nglr nao d6 dudc coi la cé thai do
cbng kich hay mang y nghia xdc pham.
Ch&c chan la rat tha vi néu biét ngudi dan
ong cé tén xuat hién trén rat nhiéu cudn tir
dién hién dai nghi gi vé ching. Chung van
lubn huéng theo tinh than cla thdi dai.
Noah Webster ciing vay. Ai ma biét dugc,
gia ma Noah Webster con séng c6 khi 6ng
dy cling da cho tu "phat", danh van la "P-
H-A-T" vao nhiing cudn tir dién clia minh.

Trudc day, ching téi da hdi cac ban vé mot
tir véi nhig nghia chang hé lién quan dén
nhau trong tU dién y hoc va &m nhac.
Chung t6i nghi d&n mét tur, trong tir dién y

hoc tif ndy miéu t& bd phan trong co thé,
con trong tir dién am nhac n6 la moét nhac
cuy, tu dé la organ. (Co quan ndi tang trong
y hoc, dan organ trong am nhac.)

TRAN THI LAN *
(SUU TAM VA LUOC DICH)

* ThS. Truong Dai hoc Ngoai ngir Ha Noi
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