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BIEU THUC RAO PON:

mot phuong tién dién dat tinh mo hd veé

nghia trong cac van ban kinh té tiéng Anh

1. LGi mé& dau

Tinh chinh xé&c, r6 rang luén 13 nhitng dic
trung dé nhan biét trong cac van ban viét.
Nha triét hoc 16i lac Aristotle (1946 trich theo
Ruzaite 2004) d& tirng nhdc nhd réng khi dua
ra bt cr mét su kién ndo, chiing ta cling nén
hudng t6i nhitng nét cu thé va dac trung riéng
clia su kién doé va nén xac dinh cu thé ngay
théng, s lugng... di kém. Thé nhung liéu cd
phai vén phong khoa hoc ludn cd nhitng dic
diém d6 khdng? Bai viét ndy nham tra 18i cho
cdu hoi: liéu cé tinh ma hd, khdng chic chan
trong cac van ban khoa hoc néi chung va
trong van ban kinh té€ ti€ng Anh ndi riéng hay
khong?

2. Dir liéu va phuong phap nghién ciru

D{ ligu phan tich cia bai viét dugc thu thap
tlr 10 vén ban kinh t& tr cac tap chi chuyén
nganh kinh t&€ dugc phat hanh & My trong
nam 2003 va 2004 nhu tap chi “ The American
"Advances in Macro-
economics”y  Journal  of  International

Economics”. Co hai gid thuyét dugc dit ra dé

Economic Review’,

* NCS. Truwong Dai hoc Ngoai ngiv - Dai
hoc Quoéc gia Ha Noi
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lya chon cdc van ban kinh té€ lam cf lidu
nghién c(ru: (1) cac van ban kinh t&€ thudc van
phong khoa hoc ¢6 thé dai dién cho ngén ngilr
khoa hoc va (2) cling nhu cac van ban khoa
hoc khac, trong cac van ban kinh té cic tac
gia dua ra nhiing nhan dinh riéng cia minh,
do dd chac phai sir dung cac cdng cu dé rao
don cho nhiing y kién riéng ctia minh, va bén
canh do cac van ban kinh t& thudng dé cap tdi
cac con s6, do dé c¢& ngdn nglt mang tinh
chinh xdc va ngdn nglr mang tinh mg hd
(vagueness) c6 thé dugc st dung trong nhiing
van ban nay.
Cac van ban kinh t& dugc chia 1am 3 nhém
chinh (G1, G2, G3) tuong duong vdi:

nhém 1: vén ban rdt ra tr cac bai bao

chinh (G1: Main journal articles);

nhom 2: van ban rit ra tir cac bai viét ngén

(G2: Short papers)

nhém 3: van ban rdt ra tr cic bai binh luan

(G3: Comments).

Cac nhém vén ban kinh t& dugc phan loai trén
€0 s¢ cac thé loai chinh trong cac t& bio dugc
rut ra lam tai liu nghién clru. Cac vin ban
trong tiing nhom (G1: 9 bai: G2: 6 bai; G3: 5
bai) dugc danh thir tu theo thdi gian phat
hanh cta cac bai viét trong céc tap chi do.
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Phuong phap phén tich chinh cua bai nay la
phan tich dinh lugng (thu thap dir lieu) va
phan tich dinh tinh (phan tich dit liu). Bén
canh d6, d€ hi€u thém vé& nguyén nhan st
dung céc biéu thirc rdo dén mang tinh md hd
trong cac van ban kinh té&, ching tdi d3 viét
thu hoi mét s6 chuyén gia kinh t& chuyén viét
cdc bai bdo cho tap chi “The American
Economic Review’; may man dudc trao di vdi
2 nha béo, va gap tryc tiép mot nha bao trong
thdi gian nghién cltu ¢ My. Nhitng trao ddi
gilta chung téi v6i céc nha béo nay chu yéu
xoay quanh cdc dan ching cu thé dugc rat ra
trong cac bai viét cia ho d&€ tim ra nguyén
nhan str dung céc biéu thic rdo dén mang
tinh mg ho trong cac bai viét dé. Tén clia cac
tac gia nay sé€ khong dudc tiét 16, thay vi do,
téi ky hiéu ho la tac gia A, B va C.
- Bai bdo cla tic gid A miéu ta tinh
trang khing hoang clla céc ngan hang, va
su hoang mang cla ngudi dan trong thoi
ky khung hoang tai chinh (1930 - 1931).
s Tac gid B ban vé tinh trang bat can
ddi gilta cac nudc phat trién va kém phat
trién quanh van d@ sinh dé va gido duc.
- Tac gia C viét vé anh hudng cla danh
ti€ng tdi viéc ky két cac hgp ddng kinh t&
va ldy mét céng ty phan mém clia An dd
lam dan chimg minh hoa.

3. Tinh mo hd trong mot s6 nghién ciru
trudc day

Trong lich st tinh mg hd da dugc nhidu nha
nghién citu d& cap tdi. Wittgenstein (1967) 1a
mét trong nhitng ngudi dau tién di ngudc lai
quan diém cla Plato va quan diém cla cac
nha triét hoc, ngén nglr hoc thdi bay gid cho
réng “sy thiéu chinh xac ludn ludn 1a didu si

nhuc, con tinh chinh xac luén 3 thir dudc tén
thd” (1914: 258). Ciing chéng lai nhitng quan
diém v& tinh chinh xdc dugc dua ra thdi bay
gid nhung nhe nhang han, Popper (1945) cho
rang khé c6 thé dat dugc tinh tuydt ddi trong
ngdn ngir khoa hoc va sé& thét (3 hoang dugng
néu mudn ¢ dudc tinh chinh xac tuyét daoi
trong khoa hoc tu nhién.

M@t s6 nha I6gic hoc ciing ban vé tinh ma hd.
Zadeh (trich theo Yager, 1987) cho rang khé
c6 thé phan dinh rach roi ranh gidi giifa moi
sur vat ton tai trén thé& gidi nay va hau hét cac
tranh luén ctia chiing ta cling chi 1a tudng déi,
do d6 cic nha khoa hoc ty nhién cling phai
thay doi thai d6 cla minh va hudng vé tinh
tuong doi.

Trong mét thdi gian dai, tinh mo hd thudng
chi dudc cdc nha triét hoc ban tdi, nhung gan
day n6 da trg thanh chu dé tranh ludn clia cic
nha ngén ngi hoc. Cac nha ngdn ngl hoc nhu
Crystal va Davy (1979), Channell (1980),
Myers (1996), Overstreet va Yule (2002) da
dé cap tdi cac pham trd khac nhau cua ngoén
nglr ma ho va két luan rang tinh ma hd & mét
ddc trung cla ngdn nglr néi chung. Céc
nghién cltu clia cc nha ngdn ngilt hoc nay con
cho thdy rang khdng thé va khdng nén lang
tranh tinh ma hd vi tinh mo ho la mdt cong cu
ngén ngilt hitu hiéu trong giao ti&p va giao ti€p
c6 thé s& thét bai néu thiu ngdn nglt ma hd.
Gan day, khi nghién c(ru v& ngén ng md hg,
cac nha ngdn nglt hoc nhuw Brown & Lavinson
(1994), Hyland (1994, 1998) d3 d& cip tdi
khai niém biéu thirc rdo dén trong ngdn ngir
(hedging expressions) bgi cac bidu thic rao
don la mét trong nhiing cong cu dién dat tinh
ma ho trong ngdn ngf.
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4. Bi€u thirc rao dén - mét phuong tién
ngon ngir mang tinh mo hé

Xudt hién dau tién trong mdt bai viét cla-

Lakoff (1972), thuat nglr “rao don” (hedge)
dudc coi 1a mét phudng tién hitu hiéu gidp
ngudi ndi, ngudi viét tranh tuyét d8i hod
nhirng nhan dinh ma ho dua ra va giip ho
giam nhe dugdc trach nhiém d&i vdi nhing
phat ngdbn clia minh. Cé dugc digu nay bdi I8
cac biéu thic rao dén gilip ngudi viét, ngudi
néi tao ra mét khoang cach an toan giita ho
V@i cac phat ngdn, cac nhan dinh clia minh.
Theo Myers (1989), khi dua ra nhiting két qua
nghién clru mdi cho ddc gia, cac nha khoa hoc
thudng st dung nhiéu biéu thlc rao dén.
Trong nhiing truGng hgp nay, su’ can than la
rat can thiét bdi 1€ nhitng s& liéu va két qua
mdi ma cac nha khoa hoc dua ra cd thé thiu
chinh xac do han ché cua s8 liéu hodc han ché
vé kién thirc tir phia tac gia. Bén canh dd, mot
trong nhifng nguyén tac (nguyén tac vé tinh
chinh xac) dam bao giao ti€p thanh cbng
(dugc Grice dua ra) do la “khéng phat ngén
khi khéng co hoac thiu théng tin chinh xac”
(1975: 45-46). Do d6 chinh lic nay, cic biéu
thdc rao dén 1a cbng cu gilp cac tac gid khoa
hoc mét mgt van tuan theo nguyén tic v& tinh
chinh xéc ma Grice dua ra dé& Iam cho giao
ti€p vdi cac déc gia thanh cong, mét khéc van
c6 thé gidi thiéu vdi cac ddc gia khoa hoc khac
nhitng nhan dinh khoa hoc ¢6 thé chua du
tinh chinh xac clia minh. B3 cé thdi gian céc
biéu thifc rao dén cling chiu chung s8 phan
vdi ngdn ng’ ma hd, chlng bi miét thj va coi
I&a mét cong cu clia nhiing ké muén lang trénh
trach nhiém trudc nhitng phat ngén ctia minh.
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Sau Myers (1989), Hyland (1998, 2000) da
tiép tuc nghién cliu v& céac biéu thirc rao don
dién ta tinh md hd trong ngbn ngit khoa hoc.
Clemen (1997) tim hiéu céc biéu thirc rao dén
trong ¢ac bdo cdo khi ngudi thuc hién bao cdo
khong co du cac s6 liéu chinh xac hodc khéng
¢6 day du cac théng tin can thiét.

Ching ta cing di sau tim hiéu ngdn nglr md
hd théng qua cac biéu thirc rao dén dugc sir
dung trong mét s8 van ban kinh t&, tim hiéu
chifc nang ctia cac cdng cu rao don nay ciing
nhu di tim nguyén nhan ma céc tac gia khoa
hoc st dung céng cu nay trong cac bai viét
clia minh.

5. Cac biéu thirc rao dén - céng cu ngén
ngif mang tinh ma ho trong mot sé van
ban kinh té
a. Cac c6ng cu tir ving (lexical
devices)

Cac cbng cu ti vung rao dén mang tinh mo
hdé duting nhu chiém thé thugng phong trong
cac van ban kinh té. Theo k&t qua théng ké
thu duge, 72% cac biéu thic rao dén trong
cac van ban kinh t& 1a cac cong cu tir vung.
Hai loai cng cu tir vung xudt hién nhidu nhat
trong cac vén ban kinh t& tiéng Anh dé la:
dgng tu' tinh thasi (modal verbs) va cdc trang
t ude lupng (approximators).
O Déng tir tinh thai

Trong s8 cac dong tir rao dén dugc st dung
dé dién t& ngén nglr md hd, déng tir tinh thai
chiém uu thé (c 1000 tif van ban lai xudt
hién 5,86 dong tu tinh thai). C6 tam loai dong
tir tinh thai thuding duoc st dung lam ¢6ng cu
rao dén trong cac vin ban kinh té& tiéng Anh
la: can, could, may, might, must, should, will,
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would. Trong s6 dd c6 may, might, could hay
dugc stf dung nhat.

Bong tIr tinh thai may, might (c6 thé) trong
ti€ng Anh thuding dugc str dung dé didn ta sy
cho phép, bén canh dé con dugc ding vdi
nghia tri nhan (epistemic meanings) dién dat
kha nang chu ngit hodc vi ng¥ clia cau dé cé
thé lam gi. Might 13 mdt bidu thic rio dén
bi€u dat mét didu khéng chic chin xay ra. So
véi may, might dién dat mét kha ning it c6
kha ndng thuc hién han. C4 thé bdi vi didu
kién dé thuc hién nhiing hanh dbng do might
dién dat xa hdn, va khéng r8 rang bing may.
Chinh vi vy, vdi viéc st dung may hoac
might, cac nha khoa hoc thdy thoai mai khi
trinh bay y tudng clia minh cho du y kha néng
chinh xac clia nhitng nhan dinh dé 13 rat it.

Vi du:

(1) The project may take more effort
than estimated either because the firm
took the wrong direction on the project, or
the client changed his demands, or
because productivity in the firm was lower
than it would normally be. (G1, 3, 256)
[Du én d6 ¢6 thé can nhiéu ¢é géng hon
du kién ban dau bsi hang (san xut) d¢ di
chéch huéng trong du 4n, hodc bsi khich
hang thay déi y kién, hodc boi hidu qua
san xuat cia héng thdp hon so véi mirc
binh thudng.]

(2) The contract may then depend on
the client’s and firm’s size (as a proxy for
their risk aversion). (G3, 5, 125)

[Hop déng do ¢6 thé phu thude vao tim
cG khach hang va d§ I6n clia hing san

xudt (nhu 12 mét diéu diy mao hiém ma
ho khéng thich).]

(3) In the United States, therefore, large
region specific shocks might produce a
sudden wave of bank failures in specific
regions even though no ...(G1, 2, 121)

[Vi vy, & Hoa Ky, su hoang so tir phia
khac hang & mét pham vi rong nao do co
thé giy ra nhitng thua 18 bat ngd cho ngan
hang & nhiing khu vuc cu thé do mac
du...]
Trong ca hai vi du trén, may déu dudc sir
dung vdi y nghia tri nhan, dién t& su khéng
chéc chédn cta chd ngit trong cau (the project;
the contract). May da 1dm giam tinh chic chin
cia hanh dong dugc dién dat trong cau.
Chang ta déu cé thé ding mdt cich din dat
khac cho hai cau trén: Vi du (1) ¢6 thé dugc
hiéu hodc 1& 1) jt is possible that these
conditions provide the means for this effect
[cd kha néng la nhitng digu kién nay 1a mét
phuong tién dan dén mét tic ddng nao do];
hodc 2) it is my belief that this could be the
case [tdi tin réng didu ndy cd thé 1a mot
trudng hap].
Vi du (2) cd thé€ dugc hiéu hodc 1a 1) it is
possible that circumstances enable this to
occur [rét cd thé nhitng tinh hudng cu thé nao
dé cho phép mét didu gi d6 xay ral; hoac 2) /it
Is possible that this can happen but also
possible that it cannot [mdt didu qi dé cd kha
nang xay ra nhung cfing cd thé khdng xay ral.
Could clng c6 y nghia tuwong tv nhu
may/might trong viéc dién dat su do dy, ngap
ngling t phia ngudi viét. Cic tic gia kinh t&
thudng hay st dung ddng tir tinh thai could
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thé hién su do du, ngdp ngling bdi ho rat than
trong trudc khi dua ra cdc két luan. Ho
thudng dat ra nhiing gid thuyét, tao cac tinh
hudng kinh t& trong mdt mdi trudng hoan
thién vdi cac s6 liéu gia dinh, sau khi 1&p luan,
ho sé& dua ra nhifng két ludn dua trén nhiing
tinh hudng do. Cowld chinh la mot cbng cu tr
vung gidp cac tac gia kinh té xay dung nhiing
gia thuyét dé. Vi du:

(4) We

renegotiated outcome, the firm pays a share

could assume that in the
of the overrun when there is a dispute. (G3,

1, 446)
[Ching ta ¢6 thé gia dinh rang sau két qua
cua cudc tdi dam phan do, cc hing phai tra
- mét phan chia sé thiét hai khi tranh cai phat
sinh.]
O vi du (4), “we could assume” [ching ta cd
thé gia dinh réng] la ddu hidu chi ra réng dé
chi Ia mot gia dinh ma tac gia bai viét dat ra.

®Cac trang tor chi su udc luong

(approximators)
Céc trang tUr chi s udc Iugng thudng dudc st
dung trong cac bai viét kinh t& la about
(khoang);, around (khoang/khoang dd),
approximately’ (xap xi); roughly (khoang
chung) va round (chimng dd). Cac tU udc
lugng nay thudng dugc cac tac gia kinh t& sir
dung trudc mot con s6 vdi muc dich chi ra
rang con s6 do co thé Idn hon hodc cling ¢d
thé nho han s6 lugng ma né thé hién. V& mat
y nghia, cac trang tir udc lugng trén day co
thé str dung thay cho nhau. Tuy van con nhigu
tranh ludn cho réng ngdn ngl khoa hoc ndi
chung va ngdn ng{f kinh t& ndi riéng can phai
chinh xac, rd rang, nhung trong nhiéu trudng
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hgp viéc sir dung cac trang tir udc lugng trong
cac bai viét kinh té la rat can thiét. Su thiéu
vang ngdn nglr md hd [théng qua cac trang tur
chi sy udc lugng] cd thé lam cho ddc gia
khéng tin hodc hiéu sai ndi dung trong bai viét
(nhu Wardhaugh, 1993 da dé cap), tham chi
cé thé lam ngudi nghe but tirc, hodc cd phan
{'ng ngugc lai (dac biét néu do la nhiing phé
binh, chi trich truc ti€p mot sai [ém cua ai do)
(theo Tannen 1989). RO rang la nhitng nhén
dinh ma cac tac gia dua ra trong bai viét
thudng chi 1a nhitng y kién mang tinh chd
quan. Dac biét trong linh vuc kinh té, cac hién
tugng kinh té& ludn khdng ngling thay déi, viéc
cap nhéat thdng tin c6 thé chua kip thdi; cac s6
liu thdng ké cé thé thiéu chinh xac do nhiing
han ché vé diéu kién, hoan canh... Do do, viéc
str dung ngdn nglf md hd ma cu thé & day 13
viéc st dung cac trang tir chi su’ udc lugng la
rdt can thiét nham tranh nhiing sai sot hoSc
nhing chi trich tlr phia ngudi doc. Vi du:

(5) An additional year of the mother’s

education at the high school level

(roughly a 10-percent increase in
education) raises a child’s test scores by

2.4 percent.

[Néu ngudi me dugc hoc thém mét nim &
truong phd théng (tic 1a tang thém
khodng 10% kién thic gido duc) thi mdrc
diém kiém tra & dira tré s& tang 1én 2,4%.]

Tac gia cla nhan dinh trén tuong déi an toan
khi d& cép tdi con s6 10% di kém vdi trang tlr
chi sir uGc lugng roughly (khoang/ chifng) bdi
Ié con s6 10% lic nay chi la mdt con s tuong
déi, c6 thé nhidu hon 10% hodc cling c6 thé
chi la 9,4%.
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Viéc st dung ngén nglf ma hd thong qua cac
tUr chi uGc lugng con can thiét bai trong nhidu
trudng hdp sy ma hd nay khién ddc gid phai
tu duy, va cach ndi “nudc déi” ma ngdn ngit
mc ho tao ra khién déc gid phai tw minh dua
ra nha@n dinh cudi cung vé van dé dugc néu ra
trong bai viét. K&t qua la khi déc gia phai tu
duy, phai tham gia vao “giai md” y nghia cla
bai viét, thi ho hiéu va nhd ndi dung cla bai
viét lau hon.
b. Cac cong cu phi tir vung (non-
lexical devices)

Bén canh nhiing phugng tién ngén nglr rao
don, cac tac gia con sir dung cac cbng cu phi
tlr vung (non-lexical devices) cé tinh ma hg,
trong s6 dé phuaong tién thudng dugc st dung
nhiéu |a cac cdu truc khong ngdi (impersonal
structures). Cau trdc khéng ngdi hay phi ngdi
la cdu tric ma chu nglr khdng xudt hién trong
cau ma thay vao dod la cac chi nglr gid dugc
s dung. Trong cac bai viét kinh t€, ba loai
cht nglr gia xudt hién nhiéu do6 la 1t Thereva
One. Pay la dang cdu tric cau dugc cac tac
gia khoa hoc noi chung va cac tac gia kinh té
néi riéng ding dé né tranh chi cu thé ngudi
thuc hién hanh déng. Bang céch nay cic tac
gia khoa hoc cé thé “an minh” va tranh dugc
nhiing anh hudng tiéu cuc hodc nhiing chi
trich (néu cd) tir phia doc gia.

® Ciu truc ménh dé IT
Cac cdu tric ménh dé It thudng xudt hién
kém vdi cac tr nhu seem (dudng nhu), flkely
(co vé nhu), will (s8) dé tao thanh mdt sG
dang cdu tric cd ban sau day:

It seems probable that (S will) A
(Dudng nhu ¢6 kha ndng la...)

It is expected that (S will) A

(Ngu@i ta doan rang...)

It will/ would be... that S A

(Sé ... rang...)

It is likely that (S will) A

(Cé thé 1a...)

It is clear that (S will/would) A

(RG rang rang ...)

It seems certain that (S will/would) A
(Dudng nhu chac chan 1a...)

It seems likely that (S will) A

(Dudng nhu ¢ thé...)
(Trong do S la chu nglf clia cdu, A 1 hanh
dong ma chli nglr S thuc hién).
Cac cau tric ménh dé It (It-structure) nay cd
thé dudc coi 13 mét dang bién thé cua ciu
tric: S seems A... (chd ngl dudng nhu sé...)
hoac S /s likely A... (chl nglt s& co ve nhu...
khi ...). Nhung véi cach dién dat st dung ciu
tric ménh dé If, cac tac gia khoa hoc dutng
nhu mudn né tranh dé cap truc tiép hodc dich
xac tdi mét sy vat cu thé nao dé, hay ndi mét
cdch khdc, ho mo hd hod cic dién dat cla
minh. Vi du:

(6) Since differential fertility rather than

inequality per se is the main source of

growth effects, it is not clear that re-

distributional policies would increase

economic growth. (G1, 2, 300)

[Vi kha nédng sinh dé khac nhau chir khong

phai tinh bt cin dbi 1a tac nhan cha yéu

anh hudng téi su phat trién, cho nén (no) ro

rang la cic chinh sich tai phan phdi sé

khéng lam tang murc téng trudng kinh té.]
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C6 thé dién dat vi du (6) & trén bang mot cach
khac (67):
(6’) Since differential fertility rather than
inequality per se is the main source of
growth effects, re-distributional policies
would not clearly increase economic
growth. (Ngudi viét thay déi cau tric cu)
[Vi khd nang sinh san khac nhau chu
khong phai tinh chét bt cin ddi 1a tic
nhan cha yéu anh hudng t6i sur phat trién,
cho nén cac chinh sach tai phin phéi ré
rang la s€ khong lam tdng mirc ting
trudng kinh 1é.]
O cach dién dat thi hai (vi du 6%, tinh ma hd
bi giam di vi chu ng{f ctia cdu da dugc néu ra
cu thé.
@ Cau truc ménh dé THERE (There-
structure)
Cling giéng nhu c3u tric ménh dé 7t cdu tric
ménh d& There thudng xuyén dudc cac tac
gia kinh t& sir dung d& né tranh trach nhiém
trudce nhiing phat ngdn ma ho dua ra.
Mét s§ ciu tric ménh d& There thudng xuat
hién trong cac van ban kinh té nhu:
There is less/little ... for/ of S to A.
(cé it ... cho S Iam A hanh ddng)

There could well be A

(CS thé lam A 1a t6t )

There is (some) ... for S to A.

(Co mot vai... cho S lam A)

There seems a good chance that S will A
(R&t c6 kha néng la S s& lam A)

There is likely to be A
(Co thé la A)
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There seems a strong possibility that S will A |
(CS nhidu kha nang S s& lam A)
There seems to be every likelihood that S
will A,
(C6 thé S sé lam A)
Vi du:
(7) In contrast, our model, in its more
general form, suggests that there can be a
contractual

correlation between the

outcomes and the reputation of the firm

[Nguoc lai, theo mdt dang thirc chung

hon, md hinh ctia chiing t6i cho thdy ring

¢6 thé c6 mot su lién quan gitia thu nhip

tir cac hop ddng véi danh tiéng ctia hing

kinh doanh d6.]
& vi du (7), nhan dinh v& mét sy lién quan
gilra thu nhap tir cac hgp dong vdi tiéng tam
clia hang kinh doanh 13 khéng cu thé. Vdi viéc
sir dung cdu trdc ménh dé 7here, tac gia cla
vi du trén da xudng giong khi dua ra nhan
dinh dé va né tranh dua ra ngudn gdc cua
nhan dinh nay bdi cé thé vi ndi dung clia nhan
dinh dé quan trong hon théng tin vé& ngudi da
dua ra nhén dinh do.

® Cau truc cau vdi ONE

Cdu tric cdu vdi tir One (ai d6, ngudi nao do,
ngudi ta) cling dugdc cac tac gia cla van ban
kinh t€ sir dung nhiéu. One la mot dai tir chi
ngdi rat chung chung. Cac tac gia kinh t& sir
dung dai tir nay khong dé& chi mot ai cu thé,
c6 thé dé chi nhiing ngudi nghién cliu trudc,
c6 thé dé chi déc gid hodc cling ¢b thé chi
chinh tac gia clia bai viét. D3y qua that 1a mdt
phudng tién mang tinh mo hd cao dudc céc
tac gia kinh té€ sir dung dé dua ra y kién riéng
cua minh,
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Vi du:

(8) If the set of options faced by the firms
and clients were less discrete, one would
imagine that contracts would also have
incentive effects. (G1, 5, 213)

[Néu quyén mua ban [dua trén cac hop
déng kinh doanh] gitra cdc hang va khach
hang s6i ndi 1én, thi ngudi ta s& nghi réng
céc hop dong ciing s& cd nhing anh huodng
tich cuc.]
O vi du nay, that khé cé thé xac dinh dugc
one [ai d6] & day cu thé 13 ai.
Chiing ta s& rét kho cd thé liét ké dugc hét tat
ca cac dang clia biéu thirc rao dén bai ngudi
viét lubn khoéng ngling sang tao ra nhimng
cdng cu “che chan” mdi cho minh. Chang han
nhitng cdu tric cau trong cac vi du dudi day
(nhimg cu tric dudc in dam) that kho co thé
dat cho chliing mét ci tén cu thé.

(9) Increased demand will come from the
LDCs, if anywhere. (G1, 3, 312)

[Kha ning nhu ciu ting s& dén tir phia cac
nudc cham phat trién, khi diéu kién cho
phép.]

(10) The recent decline in US interest rate

is unlikely to be extended much further, if
at all. (G3, 2, 122)

[Mtrc sut giam a1 sudt & My gén day co
thé khong kéo dai thém lau nita, nhung
diéu nay ciing c6 thé sé kéo dai.]
Piéu thd vi & hai cdu truc cdu dugc in dam &
nhitng vi du trén 1a, mdc du chdng bat dau bdi
tlr If [néu] nhung nhiing cdu tric nay khodng
mang y nghia cla nhitng ménh dé diéu kién
If Khdng giéng vdi nhitng ménh @& cau diéu

kién, nhitng ménh dé nay khéng thé thay thé
bsi cac cach dién dat khac nhu “véi didu kién
la..."” (provided that.../providing that...). Nhiing
cdu tric nay phai dudc hiéu 1a mdt cong cu
rao don, che chd cho su thiu chac chan cua
tac gia v& phat ngdn nao do. Ching co thé
thay bang nhitng cdu tric nhu “it is possible
that...”/ “it is likely that”/ “it is probable
that...”.

Nhifng cum tIr ndy tuy ngan nhung lai dién
dat rat nhidu y nghia. O vi du (9), véi viéc
ding cdu truc “if anywhere”, tac gia cla cau
nay mudn phong doan rang hau nhu khong co
viéc tdng nhu cau nhung néu cé thi c6 thé
tang 1&n tir phia cac nudc cham phat trién khi
digu kién cho phép.

O vi du (10), tac gid mudn rao dén cho phéng
doén hoan toan khéng chac chan clia minh
rang s& khdng c6 sy sut giam 13 sudt ¢ My
nira.

NOi tdm lai, cdc hinh thirc rao don mang tinh
mc ho 13 rdt da dang va khd co thé tdng két
dudc hét cac dang thdc clia cong cu nay.

6. Nguyén nhan sir dung cac biéu thirc
rao don trong cac van ban kinh té

a. Tang tinh thuyét phuc

Cé nhiéu trudng hgp, tac gia cua cac van ban
kinh t€ biét chinh xac cac s6 liéu ma ho dé
cap tdi, nhung vi muc dich tranh ludn, ho da
thay nhiing s6 liéu chinh xac trong nhan dinh
clia minh bang nhiing s6 liéu it cu thé hon dé
chiing phu hdp vdi nhitng lap ludn ma ho dua
ra hodc dé ting tinh thuyét phuc tdi cic doc
gia cia minh. Ngoai ddi thudng, ching ta
thudng thdy diu nay. P& thuyét phuc cic
khach hang mua san pham ctia minh, cac nha
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quang cao thudng st dung ngbn nglf mg hé
nhu “khoang $200°, "t $200" thay vi dua ra
con s& cu thé "¢245" cho gid clia mat hang.
Trong cac van ban kinh t&€, ngén nglr md ho
cling dugc s dung vdi muc dich nhu vay. Khi
dugc hoi vé nguyén nhan s dung cum tur
“some 2000 banks" [ching 2000 ngan hang]
thay vi dua ra mdt con s6 cu thé, tac gia A
cho réng néu 6ng trich dan s8 ludng ngan
hang [bi thua 16] cu thé ctia mot ndm thi s&
khéng dién dat dugdc réng 6 rat nhiu ngan
hang khén dén trong thdi gian khing hoang
v con s6 nay van con tiép tuc thay déi. TAc
gia B cling cd quan diém gi6ng tac gia A, éng
cho rang mac du 6ng cé nhifng con s6 cu thé
trong tay khi viét bai bao, nhung 6ng; da
khéng trich cac con s6 94% va 98% dé md ta
su quan tam dén gido duc ¢ cac nudc phat
trién, ma éng sU dung “up to 97%" [trén/ hon
97%] d& lam cho con s8 nay trd 1én 18n hon
con s6 thuc (94% hodc 98%) va téng sic
thuyét phuc ddc gia. Tac gia cla bai viét C
cling c6 mét cach 1am tuong tu dé téng siic
thuyét phuc doc gia trong cau:

(11) “Concern in the 1980s would appear
to result from the confrontation of a
government which 1s less well disposed
than its predecessors towards
governmental provision in general (and
towards local government spending in
particular) with the phenomenon of
sharply rising local authority costs, which
nearly leads to the vanishment of cost

difference between operators.(p.53).

Ong cho biét, thay vi viét “which feads to the
cost differences go down to 0.306 percent’
[diéu nay lam cho su khac biét vé gia giam
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xubng 0,306%] 6ng da si dung cum tr
“which nearly leads to the vanishment of cost
difference between operators’ [diéu nay lam
cho su khac biét vé gia gan nhu bién mat gita
cac nha khai thac san phdm]. Theo 6ng, cach
viét nay cd stc thuyét phyc han la dua ra con
s6 cu thé cho du con s8 0,306% la rét nho.

b. Do thiéu thdong tin hodc khong co
thong tin chinh xac

Duding nhu y thic dugc mét trong bén
nguyén tac hgp tac cla Grice “Khdng phat
biéu nhitng gi ma ngudi ndi khéng chac chan
va/hodc cho [a sai” (1975: 45-46) (nguyén tac
vé chét), cac tac gia kinh t& da s dung cac
biéu thic rdo dén dé trdnh vi pham nguyén
tdc nay. RO rang la cac ly thuyét vé kinh té
khéng nglmng thay doi theo su’ chuyén ddi cla
nén kinh té thé gidi nhu toan cau hoa, lién
két, hdi nhap..., do vay rat khd cd thé dy doan
that chinh xac vé nén kinh té trong tuong lai.
Trong nhifng trudng hdp do, cach an toan
nhat [a s dung cac biéu thirc rdo don dé “che
chdn” cho nhitng nhan dinh cta ho, dé& 1am
ngudi doc chdp nhdn hon va cd thé loai di
dugc nhiing anh hudng xdu ma nhiing nhan
dinh dé cd thé gdy ra, hodc gidp cho ngudi
viét tranh dugc nhitng phan hdi khdng hay tir
phia dbc gia. Trong vi du sau day, cac biéu
thifc rao dén dudgce sir dung dé dién dat nhiing
hanh dong cd thé hodc khdng cé thé xay ra
trong tuong lai.

(12) These [effects] will probably thus
reflect differences [in education care]
among countries, as well as variation over
time within countries. An analysis shows

that these effects can be fairly large. (Text
B)
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[Vi vdy nhiing dnh hudng nay s& cé kha
nang thé hién sy quan tdm tdi gido duc
khac nhau giita cac nudGce ciing nhu su thay
'ddi qua thi gian & nhimg nudc ndy. Mot
phan tich cho thdy nhiing anh hudng nay
c6 thé 12 khd lon.]
Bén canh do, ching ta cling co thé bét gip
cac biéu thirc rao don trong cac cau didu kién.
NGi dung trong cac cau diéu kién (dic biét 1a
cac ménh dé gia thuyét) cd thé ding hoic
cling ¢ thé sai, vi vy cac biéu thirc rao ddn
la mdt cdbng cu an todn hay dugc cic tac gia
kinh t€ st dung trong cdc l1&p luan gia thuyét.
Vi du:

(13) If the dispersion of human capital
increases for a given average level of
human capital, this linearity [in this graph]
implies that the average education choice
might still be the same. (Text B)

[Néu su phan tan ngudn luc con ngudi
tang lén & mot muc trung binh nao d6, thi
dudng ké [trong d6 thi nay] ngu y ring
muc trung binh kha nang lua chon gido
duc c6 thé van gitt nguyén.]

(14) If some of these effects on growth are
positive and therefore offset the negative
effects, it would be possibly plausible that
the overall effect of total fertility and the
Gint  becomes insignificant once the
differential fertility channel is controlled
for. (Text B)

[Néu mot sé anh hudng vé ting trudng
ndy la duong tinh va vi viy bu dip duoc
nhitng anh hudng tiéu cuc, thi s& co thé
toan b anh hudng vé tdng kha ning sinh
san va chi sé Gini trd nén khong 13 rang

mot khi chi sb sinh san khac biét duogc

kiém soat.]
Ngoai ra, cac tac gid kinh t& cling thutng si¥
dung cac biéu thic rdo don dé dé cip tdi
nhiing su kién xay ra trong qua khi&. Do
nhifng su kién do xay ra da qua lau hodc do
nhifng thay déi cua lich str, nén dd chinh xac
clia cac thdng tin trong cac su kién nay la khé
cé thé dam bdo dudc, hodc thdi gian xay ra
cac sy kién nay khéng con quan trong bang
chinh ndi dung ctia céc su kién xay ra, chinh vi
vay cdc tac gia da sir dung ngdn ngl ma hd
dé “che chn” cho nhirng théng tin ma ho dua
ra. Vi du:

(15) The population growth peaks around
1790-1820, and inequality [in education]
peaks 30 years later. (Text B)

[Mitc tang truéng din sd nhay vot khoang
nhitng nim 1790-1820, va su thiéu can
bing [trong gi4o duic] nhay vot 30 ndm sau
do.]

(16) Of the 15,000 bank
disappearances that occurred between
1920 and 1933, roughly half predate
1930. (Text A)

nearly

[Trong s6 gan 15.000 ngan hang bién mét
gilta ndm 1920 va 1933, gan/ xdp xi mot
nira trong sb nay xdy ra trudc nam 1930.]
(17) Developing a database on bank
failures makes it possible to investigate
the role of contagion in bank failures
during early 1933. (Text A)

[S6 ngdn hang bi thit bai trong kinh doanh
ting 1&n c6 thé cho thay su thét bai mang
tinh day chuyén cia cac ngin hang trong
subt dau nam 1933.
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(18) Local contagion and illiquidity may
have played a role in pre-1933

bank failures, ...(Text C)

[Su ldy lan trong ndi bd ngdn hang va viéc
khong thé ddi ra tién mit duoc gilia cdc
ngan hang cé thé 1a tac nhin gy ra sy
thua 16 cac ngan hang trong thoi ky trudc
nam 1933.]

(19) This result might reflect the unusual
vulnerability of branching banks in the
“early 1930’s. (Text A)

[Két qua nay c6 thé phan anh su tdn
thuong bit thuong trong cic ngin hang
chi nhénh trong du nhitng nim 1930.]

O vi du (15) va (16), cach dién dat xdp xi
around (khoang), roughly (chiing, xdp xi) da
dudce st dung trudc cac con s6 dé dién dat
tinh tuong d6i chinh xac clia cac con s8 nay
bdi con s6 chinh xdc cia nhimng ndm nay
khong hé anh hudng téi ndi dung dua ra trong
bai viét. Trong vi du (18) va (19), dbng tir tinh
thai may, might (c6 thé€) dudc sir dung trudc
mot déng tir thudng khac dé difn dat kha
nang xay ra clia hanh déng dé 1a r&t nho. O vi
du (17), tinh t&r possible [c6 thé dudgc...] dugc
sU' dung kem vdi chu ngir gia It 1lam cho tinh
chdc chan cla hanh dong & cdu nay la rat
thap.

c. Do thdi quen

Két qua thong ké tir dif liéu thu thap dudc cho
thdy phan Idn cac tac gid kinh t& thudng bat
dau bai viét cia minh badng mét nhan dinh
chung chung nhu *mét vai” "mét s6”, “khoang
500000 ngudi”, “udc chimg cé...” ... Cac tac
gia dugc phong van khi tra I0i cau hdi la ligu
ho ¢6 cac con s6 théng ké cu thé trong tay khi

7N
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ho viét cac bai bdo nay khdng, déu ndi la “cd”
nhung ho “khdng cam théy thoai mai khi phai
“tr$i” minh béng mot con s8 cu thé” (tac gia
C). Chinh vi vdy, hau hét cac bai bao kinh t&
déu cd nhitng phan md dau vdi ndi dung
khdng cu thé dang nhu “phan Ién cac hgp
ddng kinh t& déu...” “xap xi 300 cong ty phan
mém loai nay hoat dong..”; “su ra ddi cla
doanh nghiép tu nhan nay da tao viéc lam cho
vai nghin céng nhan.”... Tac gia C md dau
bai viét clia minh bing rat nhigu cdu tric mg
hd, nhung trong phan phat trién bai viét cla
minh 6ng lai cd lGc dién dat cling nhitng y nay
véi nhitng con s8 cu thé, diéu nay ching to
khéng phai tac gia C md dau bai viét cia minh
bang ngdn ngl ma hd vi thi€u thdng tin chi
ti€t ma chi vi 6ng da quen s dung nhu vay.
Vi du, trong phdn md& dau bai viét xudt hién
nhitng cum tir ng{r sau:

+ a major source of hard currency (phan I6n
ngudn ngoai t& manh)

+ some 400 companies (mot vai/ khoang 400
cong ty)

+ rising real incomes (cac ngudn thu nhap
thuc khdng xac dinh)

+ some international contracts (mdt s hgp
doéng qudc té)

Nhitng cum t&f nglr trén dudc nhéc lai véi
nhifng con s& cu thé nhu sau:

+ Five out of 6 these source [hard] currency
(5 trong s6 6 ngudn ngoai té manh)

+ 423 companies. (432 cbng ty)

+ The incomes [of employees in the software

companies] increased 5% each year. (Thu
nhap hang ndm tang 5%)
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+ 19 international contracts. (19 hgp dong
quéc té)

d. DPé déc gia dé doc

Ngoai ba ly do sif dung cac hinh thirc rao don
nhdm hudng vé phia ngudi vidt dudc néu &
trén, con ¢6 nhiing nguyén nhan xudt phat tlr
phia ngudi doc. o la déi khi ngudi viét da
thay nhifng con s cu thé b&ng nhiing dién
dat mo hd, khéng cuy thé d& ngudi doc dé tap
trung vao ndi dung chinh clia bai viét. Tac gia
C cho réng ngudi viét khéng nén “doa dam”
ngudi doc b&ng mét loat céc con s6 cu thé
day 3p trén trang viét dé rdi ho clr mai mé
doc cac con s6 nay ma quén mat muc dich
tranh luan chinh ctia bai viét la gi. Bung nhu
vdy, néu muc dich chinh cla bai viét khong
phai chi d& cung c8p cho déc gia cac con s
thdng ké thi ching ta cd thé thay nhifng con
s6 cy thé bang nhitng ciu tric tuong déi dé
miéu ta s& lugng clia mot vat, mot su vat nao
d6 nhu 7t%s large, it’s small [In; nho], ma van
khdng 1am thay ddi ndi dung dién dat cla
nhitng cau nay. O vi du sau day,
(20) “Almost half of their
contracts  are

external

fixed-price  contracts,
whereas only 23 percent of the internal

contracts are fixed-price contracts.” (Text:
C)

[Gan mdt nira cac hop dong ddi ngoai la
cac hop dong co gid 4n dinh, trong khi chi
6 23% cac hop dong dbi ndi 1a cac hop
ddng co gia an dinh.]
tac gid C cho biét 6ng da thay “30.4 out of
68.6' béng cdu tric tuong doi “Almost half’
[gan mét nira] khdéng nhitng khdng lam thay
d6i ndi dung clia bai viét ma con gilp ngudi

doc thdy nhe nhang hon nhiéu khi ti€p nhan
thong tin cla cau nay.

e. Thé hién lich sy, ton trong doc gia

B&n canh muc dich gilp ngqudi doc dé tiép
nhan cac thdng tin trong cdc van ban kinh té,
cac tac gia kinh t& con sl dung céc biéu thirc
rao don dé thé hién su ton trong cla ho ddi
véi doc gia. Trong nhirng vi du dudi day,

(21) The main finding is that for plausible
parameters, the model can generate a
and the
population growth rate that looks very
similar to the date. (text A)

hump shape in inequality

[Phat hién cha yéu do la déi véi nhimg
tham sb dang tin ciy. mé hinh ndy cé thé
tao ra mot su bat cdn béng ro rét va lam ty
1é tang dan s& nhanh, diéu niy rat gidng
véi thot ky nay.]

(22) We find that this fertility-differential
effect accounts for most of the empirical
relationship  between
growth. (Text B)

inequality and
[Ching t6i thdy ring anh hudng cua sy
chénh léch sinh san ndy giai thich phin
16n vé méi quan hé kinh dién gitra sur bat
binh ding va sy ting trudng.]
cac tic gid kinh t& d3 thé hién su ton trong
doc gia clia minh bang viéc tao cho ddc gia cd
hoi tham gia vao viéc dua ra nhing két luan
cudi cuing ddi vdi cac nhan dinh ma cac tac gia
dua ra. Cac biéu thirc rao don (can (c6 thé);
most of (hau hét); we find (ching t6i (chu
quan) nhan thay)) trong cac vi du & trén chinh
la cac ddu hiéu ma cac tdc gia mudn thdng
bdo cho dbc gid cia minh rang do chi 13
nhifng nhan dinh mang tinh chu quan cta tac
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gia, con quyét dinh cudi cling la danh cho déc
gia. Bdc gia cd thé tan thanh védi nhitng nhan
dinh cla tac gid bai viét hodc cling cé thé
hudng theo mét nhan dinh khac ma ho cho 12
dung han.

7. Két luan

Tém lai, ngdn nglf mo hd dudc thé hién qua
cac cong cu rao don trong ngdn ngit khoa hoc
noi chung va trong ngén ngif kinh t& ndi riéng
la phd bién. Cac nha khoa hoc c6 thé xen cac
y kién ca nhan clia minh vao cudc dsi thoai
vdi déc gia bang cach s dung cac biéu thirc
rao don dé lam cho nhitng nhan dinh nay trg
nén md hg, khdng cu thé. Céc céng cu rao
don nay gilip ngudi viét trénh dugc viée dua
ra nhiing nhan dinh cu thé, thang thimg ma
giup ngudi viét tao ra mdt khoang céch an
toan vdi nhiing nhan dinh clia ho va vi vay sé
gip ho gidm nhe dugc tréch nhiém trudc
nhitng nhdn dinh ma ho dua ra. Tac gia bai
vi€t nay khéng pht nhan tinh chinh xdc, cy
thé trong ngdn ngi khoa hoc ma chi mudn
khang dinh réng tinh ma hd, su tucng dsi (cu
thé théng qua mét s§ bidu thitc rao dén)
trong ngdn ngir khoa hoc 1a mét yéu t§ can
thiét va quan trong trong ngén ngir thudc thd
loai nay.
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